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Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations (Toronto)



       c/o 291 Braymore Blvd. Toronto, On. M1B 2H3

                                 WWW.ajaacanada.com    416-498-9934
The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations (Toronto), AJAA, is an umbrella organization representing past student associations affiliated with educational institutions in Jamaica. The Alliance’s mandate is to provide guidance and financial assistance to students from the Jamaican educational system in integrating them into the Canadian educational system, and to provide support to the member Jamaican Alumni Associations in Toronto. 

The Graduates’ Programme and Reception

AJAA hosts an annual Graduates’ Reception to recognize the achievements of graduating high school students. This year, we wish to solicit the assistance of guidance counsellors in your secondary school system / area in identifying and reaching graduating students of Jamaican descent.

Following are the components of the programme:

1. The Reception – open to all graduating students of Jamaican descent (even if they do not wish to apply for the bursary or enter the essay competition).  Students are encouraged to invite their friends, teachers and family members to attend the Graduates’ Reception.

The Graduates” Awards Ceremony and reception will be held on Sunday, June 26,  2011, at 200pm. The event will be held at the Jamaican Canadian Centre, 995 Arrow Road. All Graduates will be honoured through the presentation of certificates and will be  invited to network with professionals in the community. Complimentary refreshments will be provided by AJAA and its community partners.

2. The Bursary – open to all graduating students of Jamaican descent who intend to pursue post secondary
This bursary aims to assist graduating high school students in their pursuit of post-secondary education. 

All participants are required to attend the Reception on June 26, 2011
Bursary Criteria:

· be of Jamaican descent

· maintain a minimum “B” average in the last 2 years of high school

· a graduate of an Ontario secondary school in 2011
· plan to pursue post-secondary education on a full-time basis

· be nominated by their school

· provide evidence of community service or involvement

· provide proof of acceptance to a community college or university
The number and value of the bursaries are dependent on available funding.

3. The Essay  Writing competition – open to all graduating students of Jamaican descent (whether they apply for the bursary or not)

For the fourth consecutive year, the students are being invited to participate in an Essay Writing competition. The deadline for this is June 3, 2011.
Please see the Essay criteria at WWW.ajaacanada.comThe Essay competition is voluntary and comes with a monetary award to the first and second-place winners.

All participants must attend the Reception on June 26, 2011
We are asking you to assist us by sending the attached Nomination form, the Awards Program Process Sheet specific to the bursary, the rules and regulations of the Essay Competition and a copy of this letter to all the guidance counsellors in your area. 

The guidance counsellors will be asked to authorize the nomination forms and promote this program to all interested graduating high school students who fit the criteria.  Those interested in competing for the awards are encouraged to complete the application process and deliver or mail all packages by June 3, 2011to the attention of:

The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations (Toronto)

C/o 55 Brower Court, Brampton, ON. L6Z 4S6 

If you desire further information, please leave a message at 416-498-9934 or call Director and Program Coordinator Olive Parkins-Smith at 905-450-9987 after 6:30pm Monday - Friday.

All the forms- application forms and general information about this program can be accessed at www.ajaacanada.com

Yours sincerely,

The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations (Toronto)
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Alene Chen

President
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