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The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations
2011 Essay Competition

Every student has immeasurable, untapped reserves of competence and creativity. Given the opportunity, a student can always find a way to better appreciate how to establish a voice in writing to effectively communicate creative thoughts and ideas. Authentic writing then becomes not just an exercise but has a specific purpose and addresses a specific audience.

AJAA is inviting graduating students to participate in the writing process to establish winner(s) in the Essay Competition. This forum will encourage and allow students to access those immeasurable reserves and express them in a meaningful way. A monetary award will be given to the first and second-place winners of this competition.

To establish clear expectations and guidelines, the organization finds it necessary to remind entrants that the writing process is a recursive act of planning, preparation, drafting, revision and editing. Evaluations will be based on content, length of essay, spelling accuracy and grammar.

Criteria


Essays should be between 1000-1500 words 


Lines should be double-spaced and word-processed. 


All thoughts expressed should be those of the author


This is a persuasive essay (your opinions only) and should not be researched 


Plagiarism will result in disqualification


Essays will be assessed for proper sentence structure, paragraph structure, grammar,   spelling, 
             Content and punctuation.  

Essays may be submitted by e-mail or regular mail postmarked no later than June 3, 2011 

Eligibility


Be of Jamaican descent


An Ontario Secondary School Graduate in 2011

 Please choose one of the following topics 

 1. How has your Jamaican heritage and culture influenced your identity? 

 2.  Education should be to the service of the social good.   Discuss. 

 3.  How do you view the role of parents in their child's education?

 4.  How do you see the portrayal of people of Caribbean and African descent in the media? Discuss 
       using relevant examples 
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“Helping Dreams Come True”






